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A Bill Authorizing the Government to

Purchase Raw Cotton Intro¬
duced in the Senate.

(Debate on the Civil Service Bill
in the House.

The Telegraph and the Whiskey
Ring in League.

Washington, Jan. 8, i860,
meeting of the Senate Finance Committee.
The Senate Finance Committee had a meeting this

morning and considered nominations for Collector of
Customs at New Orleans, and Collector and Assessor
«f Internal Revenue for the Second districts Louis¬
iana, without taking dual action. The discussion of
Xuancial matters occupied most of the time, but no

^definite results were reached as to what plan the
Committee will adopt towards furnishing the Senate
with a bill for the regulation of the finances.

The Virginia Reconstruction Committee.
The committee appointed by the conference of

citizens from different parts of Virginia, which met

fat Richmond on December 31, arrived here to-day.
It consists of A. H. 11, Stuart, chairman; Messrs.
'John L. Marye, Jr.. of Fredericksburg; James F.
Johnson, of Bedford; W. T. SutherUn, of Danville;
Wyndbam Roberts, of Washington county; W. S.

Eiwen, of Halifax; John B. Baldwin, of Augusta;
ames Nelson, of Richmond, and J. F. Slaughter, of

fornchbnrg. The object of the committee in visiting
.Washington la to ascertain the best terms on which
Virginia can Dp. restored to the Union. T£c action
{if the committee will conclude nothing, as it is to be
nbmitted CO a convention of delegates elected by
he people, proposed to be held In Richmond on tne

j'oth of February.
: The committee had a private meeting to-night,
,at which they formally organized. The proceed¬
ings were confined to a general exchange of
views delivered In a colloquial and informal manner,
.lthough the programme Is considered settled. The
''committee will remain in permanent organization,
keeping a quorum of their body here nntil something
4s accomplished for the relief of the State. They
Slave pledged themselves to allow no discouraging
or untoward events to deter them from the earnest
and persistent pursuit of the object in view. No
changes will be made In the committee, a letter hav¬
ing been received from Windham Robertson that,
although detained, he would soon arrive here. The
committee will meet to-morrow at nine o'clock and
remain in full session until Wednesday of next week,
when probably all but a quorum will go home, with
the understanding that some will return aud relieve
those here on duty, thus keeping constantly in ses-
&prepared to take advantage of any clrcum-

which mar arise towards accomplishing the

Reconstruction of Georgia.
The Senate Judiciary Committee is said to stand

three to fonr In favor of reconstructing Georgia. No
meeting was held to-day, and It is believed no action
will be takfn till Wednesday next on Senator Ed-

bin.
Murder of GoTernment Officers by Mexicans.
The Treasury Department has just received the

full details of the attack on Clarksvllle, Texas, and
the murder of Inspectors Phelps and Hammond.
The party which committed the crime was composed
.f Mexicans and negroes, and was organized In
Mexloo. Phelps was shot In the head and had ten
atabs in other parts of his body, and Hammond's
body shows Ave knife wounds, anyone of which
would have been mortal. After committing the atro-
.ions deeds the gang recrossed the Rio Grande into
Mexico. The Secretary or the Treasury has addressed
b communication to the Secretary of War, calling
his attention to the outrage and requesting that, as
Texas is still under military government, measures
may be taken to bring the assassins to Justice and to
guard against the repetition of similars acts of vio¬
lence. The authorities of the Treasury have ascer¬
tained that this crime was committed In the Interest
ef the whiskey ring, and, moreover, that certain
telegraph companies are In league with the whiskey
ring. Telegrams that were sent from here to officers
«f customs and Internal revenue at New Orleans
were known to outside parties almost as soon as they
were pat on the wires, and despatches from officers
In New Orleans in reference to affairs in Texas were
known to members of the whiskey ring here before
they were received at the department. Measures
have been adopted by the War Department to secure
the safety in future of officers of the government
on duty along the Rio Grande.
Mxpesditures of the Treasury Department.
Home Indignation was aroused In the Treasury

Department by the speech of Mr. E. B. Washburne on
economy In the administration of the government.
Mr. Washburne. it seems, stated that the Treasury
Department recklessly expended in the erection of
government buildings $006,000 over and above the
appropriation made by Congress last session, where¬
upon he proceeded to denounce such wild extrava¬
gance In the strongest terms. The Treasury authori¬
ties say, In reply to this, that they have not gone
beyond the amount appropriated; on the other hand,
. small balance remains to the credit of the appro¬
priation. Work has been suspended In all cases
where the appropriation Is exhausted. They affirm,
besides, that $300,000 of the $006,000 referred to is
Intended for works that have not yet been com-
.menced, and, therefore, cannot be expended, the
appropriations being deemfed too small to justify the
commencement of the buildings. The Treasury offi¬
cers say that their case is peculiarly hard when
viewed from Mr. Washburne s standpoint. Con¬
gress, they say, authorizes the erection of buildings
and orders estimates to be made therefor, and then
abuses them for demanding such large appropria¬
tions.

The Alleged Alaska Fraud.
The Committee on Public Expenditures had a ses¬

sion to-day, but did not examine any witnesses.
Colonel Martin, who seems to have been at the bot¬
tom of the stories about corruption In connection
with the Alaska purchase, has failed thus far to
answer the committee's summons to appear. Mr.
Noah, correspondent of the New York Democrat, has
been subptrnaed.

The Muerhead Tnrlff" Bill.
The Wars and Means Committee were In session

again to-day and discussed the amendments to be
proposed In Committee of tne Whole to Moorhcad's
Tariff bill. Several amendments were proposed, but
pending Ihelr consideration the committee ad¬
journed.

The Buateed Investgatlou.
The sub-committee of the Judiciary examined

two witnesses to-day, John A. Cutbbert and Peter
Hamilton, of Mobile, Ala. Cuthbcrt was clerk of
the court over which Husteed presided in Alabama,
and his testimony related to the manner in which
the records of the court were kept. The prosecution
relied to a great extent upon the testimony of these
two witnesses to prove the charges against Rnsteed,
but It la said they failed to do so to-day. A few
more witnesses remain to be produced for the pros¬
ecution, when the oase for the defence will be
.pened.

OhosrvsyK-e of the Eighth of Januaryi
The anniversary of the battle of New Orleans Is ob¬

served here by the display of flags from the public
buildings and hotels, that Is all.

Claims for Nalvagr.
The Secretary of War transmitted to the House to¬

day the claim of the officers and crew of the Cnlted
States steamer lie Soto for salvage against the United
(Hates steamer Leviathan. He says the claim was
presented to the War Department, but there was no
appropriation for the payment of it. The Secretary
suggest* that It be made a matter of inquiry as to
whether the public advantage would not be pro¬
moted by a repeal of the statute allowing salvage to
salvors of public vessels where the parties belong to
4he public armed service. It would seem to be
questionable justice that the United Htates should tw
caued upea to bm for bwtkos renderedM own vet-

¦eta In <1(4reus by Ita own o/Scers and crews. The ¦ab¬
ject was eferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
*""*** AcalMt n New York Collector.
i ne entries against Collector O'Callaban, or the

Ninth dtafict of New York, have been received at
tho I titer)al Revenue Department. Copies of the
charges rere tarnished to the Secretary of the
reas.iry md to Fernando Wood, the latter having

requested a copy.
Iki International Paclflc Kailrond.

Infrirmalon hat been received that the Texas Con¬
version h» passed an ordinance giving the right
or war to the international Pacific Railroad from
the easteri to the western border of that State, and
a reservaton of twenty miles on each side or the
road; the ®ad to be completed within six yearn.
This road lione of the connecting links or the inter¬
national lim from Cairo to San iilas on the Pacific
Ocean. TlxTexas Convention Is debating the ques¬
tion of dlvlilng the State.

The New York Naturalization Frauds.
The Rosetberg fraudulent naturalization case,

which has b«en certified from the Circuit of New
York to the iupreme Court of the United States, will
soon be argtpd. The select committee examining
into the allegd frauds in the State of New York has
already take» testimony enough to make soo printed
octavo page? The sub-committee will visit several
parts of the Hate in prosecution of their Inquiries.

Revenue Frauds in Louisiana.
Supervisor Creery, of the Louisiana district, is

still in this «ty engaged in the investigation of
frauds recenty dissevered by him in that State. He
will return Ina few dayR to New Orleans.

IntertaJ Revenue Storekeepers.
Fifty interial revenue storekeepers were ap¬

pointed for Nov York, who are not assigned to duty
as there is as -et no demand for their services, a
sufficient number has been appointed for all other
sections throtgbout the country, excepting the
Fourth Kentucky district. Many of those who have
been aDpolntec are without assignment to duty.

The Freefmen's Bureau In Kentucky.
Brevet Brighter General Burbanks has been re¬

lieved from duty as Assistant Commissioner of the
Freedmen's Btyeau in the State of Kentucky, and
Brevet colonel B. p. Runkle, major of the Forty.
nfth Infantry (Veteran Reserves), Is ordered to that
duty, ,

f'olector of Georgetown.
John D. Matin, of Georgetown, Who was nomi¬

nated yesterday for Customs Collector of that port,
Is backed by many Influential parties and will
probably be coiflrmed.

Htnorably Discharged.
It was recenty stated that Lucius F. Rolfe had

been arrested 01 the charge of presenting a fraudu¬
lent claim agaBHt the Treasury Department. He
had a hearing to-day before United States Commis¬
sioner Brown, who honorably discharged him.
The Bridge Across the Connecticut River.
The Senate Conmittee on Post Offices and Roads

win hold anothermeetlng to-morrow to hear further
argument for and against the construction of a

bridge across Connecticut river, which It u generally
believed will be reported In favor of.

Penny Postage With Great Britain.
A cable despatib states that the system of a

penny postage letween Great Britain and this
country is advocated by a large number of the
members of the new British Parliament; that a me¬

morial, signed byhandreds of the members of Par¬
liament, has been presented to Reverdy Johnson, re¬

questing bim to arge the American government to
adopt a system ofpenny postage between the United
States and Great Britain; that the London Time*
prints the memorial and comments favorably there,
on. Thjp IffmiMngtf Fpstmpster General Ran¬
dal), who ravtfnl cheap rates of International post¬
age. In negottatiig the present postal convention
with Great Britain, which went into operation the 1st
ofJanuary lnst., th« United States office proposed and
urged a further reduction of the International letter
rate of postage, but Without success, the British office
declining any redaction. Important reductions of
postage to Great Britain and the countries on the
Continent of Europe, amounting to about one half
of the ratei previously charged, have been made by
receipt posty conventions with those countries, and
Postmaster general Randall is ready and anxious to
fttrtner reduw the present rates of postage to the
lowest practlcab.* standard. The members of Par¬
liament and the British public who favor this impor¬
tant postal ratonn should therefore memorialise
their own government on the snbjecf, as the opposi-
tlon of the British Ppst onice to a cheaper rate of
portage la the only obstacle to the accomplishment
of this object.

Supreme Court Proceedings.
The following motions were disposed of in the Su¬

preme Court to-day

^upram^Court^foT- tie~Dtatrict ofTomtffi
D^ket^ and dismissed, with

° t0lu®Wa.

gu^'b" M^sSV,al- Va* B°UndlnC-

*»
Stciwicr tnion and c&nro vr. rnitAd Qtatna

and cargo vs. United States.ADMai«f^nu»i£?
I m^saed'on motlon'of Mrf JUhton*' aocltete<1 «"><!

IaSS® app"' ftom Clr"

va1M^motloTC^
'"no e2iarrrSnnt po85/>one<1 to next Friday.

I.Vfl' Ba"klrk. No. 32. Tllling-

The argument in the case of Geo.W. White et al .
an original case in equity-has been fixed by the
Supreme Court for the flret day in February. This

tlon with »h" rt?4ny 'mportant questions ,n connec-
tloni with the disposal of Texas bonds in that state
daring the rebellion.

Ptnml.
General Frank Blair arrived here yesterday from

New York, and is visiting his father-in-law, Admiral
I/ee. The General expects to leave here lor St. Louis
in the early part of next week to attend to his duties
aa government commissioner of the Pacific Rail¬
road, and his visit to the Kast Is only for the purpose
of spending the holidays with his family.
Major (ieneral John A. Rawlins has returned to

the city from Connecticut. The General's health
seems to be rather better than tt was when he went
away before the holidays.

THE FORTIETH CONGRESS.
Third Keaalon.

SENATE.
Washington, Jan. a, ism.

CANADIAN RECIPROCITY TREATY,
Mr. Morrill, trep.) of Vt., presented a Joint reso¬

lution of the legislature of Vermont In relation to
reciprocity of trade with Canada, upon which he
said he desired to make some remarks hereafter.
The resolution takes the ground that the matter
should be regulated by Congress Instead of by treaty.
RKroRnr.it or nxins in the district or Columbia.
On motion of Mr. Harlan, (rep.) of Iowa, the Sen¬

ate took up, amended and passed the bill to regu¬
late the appointment of a Recorder of Deeds and
Warden of the Jail in the District of Columbia.

bills introduced.
Mr. Rice, (rep.) of Ark., Introduced a bill to create

a new Judicial district in Kentucky. Referred to theJudiciary Committee, and ordered to be printed.
Mr, Patterson, ircp.) of N. H., Introduced a bill to

repeal the usury laws In the District of Columbia,and a bill relating to judicial proceedings In the Dis¬
trict of Columbia. Heferred to the Committee on
the District, of Columbia.

ENCOURAGEMENT or COTTON PLANTERS.
Mr. SPENCER, (rep.) of Ala., Introduced a MB to

regnlate the price and encourage the production or
cotton In the Dotted Htales. Referred to the Commit¬
tee on Finance and ordered to he printed.The Mil provides that, after the 1st of Jnly next,the Recrotary of the Treasury shall be authorised to
purchase all raw cotton grown after the passage of
this bill, when tho same shall be delivered at anyrailway station making direct running communica¬tion with the port of New York, at twentycents per ponnd for uplands, and thirty cents
for sea Island, provided tt be in goodmerchantable ordet and pnt np in bales of
400 pounds each. The purchasers are to be
made through the Internal revenue officers. Cotton
so sold shall he exempt from tax, but If sold to other
pnrtles than agents or the United Mtatcs shall pay a
tax of three cents per pound. The cotton purchasedby the government shall lie sold In New York at a
price not less than live cents per pound In advance
of the purchase price, not reckoning the expensesof transportation, storage, Ac., as part of the latter;but manufacturers of cotton within the United Mate*
t^gll be allowed a drawback of two and a half ceuts

per pound upon all cotton uaod by them, ami a full
report of all Iran-action* under trie fore*jr> 'i<r pr'»-
vislons Hliall Ire laid before < 'ongreaa at the com¬
mencement of every regular session.

RAILROAD LANDS IN WISCONSIN.
Mr. Pomrkoy, (rep.) Of Kansas, from the Commit-

tee on Public Landn, reported baclc, wlttiout amend-
ment, the bill ((ranting lands to the State of Wiscon¬
sin to aid In the construction of the Green nay and
I.ake I'epln Railway. Ten alternate sections per
mile are granted on each side of the road.

JURISDICTION OK THK COURT OK CLAIMS.
Mr. Howler, (rep.) of Tenn., introduced a hill to

amend the act or July 4. it.M, to restrict the iurlsdic-
tion of the Court of Claims, which was referred to
the Committee on Judiciary. It provides for the
payment to citizens of such States as are now en¬
titled to the benefits of said act or claims for stools
furnished to the engineer and ordnance departments
of the army.

, HOME KOR SOI.DIBR8 OK TUB MEXICAN W1R.
Mr. Cole, (rep.) of Cal., presented the petition of

A. M. Kenaday. agent of the Associated Veterans of
the Mexican War. a-king the establishment of a
branch of the Soldiers' lionie for the Pacific coast,
admitting soldiers who served In Mexico on the
same footing with -those soldiers who have served
continuously twenty years. Referred to the Military
Committee.

MILITARY ROAD IN OKEtiON.
On motion or Mr. Williams, (rep.) of Oregon, the

Senate took up and after a briet debate passed the
bill to grant lands to aid in the construction of a
military wagon road from Coos Bav to Roosebunr,
Oregon.

nkrraska land titled.
on motion of Mr. Thayer, (rep.) of Neh., a bil'

to confirm the title to certain lands In Nebraska, and
a bgi supplementary thereto, were taken up and
passed.

RELIEF OK MRS. MI'RPtlY. OK ALABAMA.
The morning hour having expired tiio bill for the

relief of Rue Murphy, of Decatur, Ala., again came
up for consideration.
Mr. Hendricks, (dem.) of Ind.. being entitled to

the floor, said that the bill seemed to him so obvi¬
ously Just that he could not understand whv the
Senators opposed it. Mrs. Murphy having iieen al¬
ways a loval citizen of the United States was clear¬
ly entitled to payment for her property taken bv the
government for a public use; and whoever wished
to have her claim rejected on the ground that If it
and others like It were allowed their amount
would lie greater than tho lieople could afford
to pay, should be prepared to say that the
bonds of thS government should be repu¬
diated on the sartfi grdtlndft. The obligations
to pay the bonds rested merely on a eon T(»ot, but
the obligation to pay for property 111 such a cas* fiS
this rested on higher grounds.an express constitu¬
tional provision. It had been objected to this claim
that the property taken was in an enemy's country.
But thla was not the fact. Decatur was wlfhln the
lines of the United States army, and tno authority
of the government had been already re-established
there. In reply to the argument made against the
bill on the ground that Mrs. Murphy, be:ng a citi¬
zen and resident of Alabama, must necessarily have
been a public enemy, he cited the declaration of a

Sromlnent republican (Governor Morton) In Septcm-
er, 188S. that the war was waged to suppress an in¬

surrection of Individuals, not of States, and that
such Individuals who participated In that insuriee-
tlon were personally responsible. Mrs. Murphy, he
said, never ceased to be a loval citizen of the Tolled
States, and therefore conld hot be held In any de¬
gree responsible for the disloyalty of her neighbors.
Mr. Conkling, (rep.) of N. Y., asked whether, ir

Mrs. Mfifpliy's claim rested on the ground that she
was a citizen of the t'nlted states, whose property,
having been taken for public use, should be paid
for, the fact of heTlaydJty Increased her citizenship
or made her claim stronger than the claim of a citi¬
zen who had not been loyal.
Mr. Hendricks declined to discuss the merits of

any other claim than the one before the Senate. The
fidelity of the claimant in this ease to her govern¬
ment had never been questioned, and although,
therefore, the obligation of the government to pay for
her property taken for public use is apparent, vet
the obligation might be questioned In the case of a

person who had taken part In an Insurrection. The
people, although the.v hail to pay for many things
that they ought never to pay for,were vet able to pay
every right and Just claim, like that or Mrs. Murphy.
Mr. Conklino said he had convinced himself that

the bill wu more Important in its relation to the
finances or the government than any other that
would bo llkelv to come up this session, and he
thought if the object or the Senate were to make the
war odions and dispose of its own intelligence and
Integrity the object conld tjeoi'alned fry passing the
bill. In 18M, when her profRTrfy Wis destroyed, the
claimant was a citizen of Alabama.a portion of ihe
country which had prevlonsiy been proclaimed Tv
the I resident to he in a state of insurrection. "- *

Mr. Howe, (rep.) of Wis., remarked that what the
President In his proclamation had said wits not that
Alabama was in Insurrection, but there was an in¬
surrection.

ice heard\ judge sav that a
" applied to bis heart,

. .. . ». .din, and by a parity of
reasoning he supposed that when a State, or a coun¬
try, or any entire geographical thing waa named, the
whole of H was fiAmed.
Mr. Howe baked him whether, if a newspaper par¬

agraph should state that the smallpox had broken
out in tho State or New York it must be undfotdod
that It prevailed throughout the whole state: U
not. whether an Insurrection might not break out in
a state without involving the whole state t
Mr. Conklino supposed thla question to be meant

for a pleasantry, and thought that aa snch It mnat
have some merit, because It made the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. Hendricks) laugh. He repeated that
the President's proclamation, with the force given to
It by the decisions ol the Supreme Court had the ef¬
fect of making the whole of the State of Alabama
enemy's territory. No valid claim could be made
for property destroyed in that territory, and the loy¬
alty or disloyalty of the claimant was wholly imma¬
terial, because the constitutional provision nnder
which the claim waa made, recognized no such dis¬
tinction.

Messrs. PRST.iNOHtTVSRN. (rep.) of N.J., and Pat-

thTbUJU °' ' '°"owe<' 10 opposition to

'(<lem,) of a8ked Senators Patteraon.
-kJ??. or Conkling, to atate distinctly
what law they relied upon to authorize the taking
of the property of Mrs. Murphy.

*

Mr. Patterson replied that It waa taken, he sup¬
posed, under the military law. which in time of war
authorize* either party to take the property neces*

saiy in order to carry out the objects of the war.

1)A1,S Mte<1 l"p B>me gentlemen, or either of
them, to give a categorical answer to the qneatlon
whether, upon the theory that the States In Insurrec¬
tion were the enemy's territory, the property of An-
drew Johnson, a citizen of Tennessee, or of Judge
^E!e' a^t,7en Oeonrla, situated In the District
of Columbia, was liable to be seized during the war
aa Mia. Murphy's property had been seized?
Mr. Patterson replied that that case wonld be

th?c^ae.°r a "raham, previously
cited by him. who had been refused payment by the
Mar Department for certain sugar of hla taken In
New Orleans for the use of the army, and he aaw no
reason why Andrew Johnson should be treated dif¬
ferently; and, bv way of further reply, he asked Mr
£av£^Mher Mr. Johnson, because of hla loyalty'
would* entitled to payment for property destroyed

.that ,he Senator from New
Hampshire, with the adroitness characteristic of the
section he represented, had attempted to answer hla
question by asking another. (Laughter.) Bat he In¬
sisted upon a categorical answer.
Mr. Patterson said he hart thought the qneatlon

put bv the senator from Kentucky would be suffi¬
cient y answered bv reminding him that the District
of i olumbia was not and had not been at any time
proclalmod by the I resident to be enctny'a territory

said that the opponents of this but had
opposed It upon the ground that the law of nations
7J!. ££?>*!!» tbe rl*hu an'1 "abilities of citizens'

of nV,°n"at war other, ap¬
plies to the case of the states in rebellion against ifm
government of the United States; bnt theanawerof
Mr. Howard abandoned that ground, because if theiaw of nations applied here then tir. Johnson and
Judge Wayne, balng citizens of an enemy's country
their property In the District or Columbia or else¬
where would be liable to confiscation.

PRRSONAL RELIEF SILL.
Without acting on the bill the Senate took np and

passed a bill for the relief or R. w. Best and Samuel
Phillip*, of North Carolina, and then, s. four P M
adjourned to Monday.

*

HOUSE 07 REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, Jan. 8,1809.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.
Mr. Van Wyoe, (rep.) of N. Y., presented the re¬

monstrance of Thomas J. Bradley, President of the
New York Knife Company, and other cltlsens of
Waldron, N. Y., against any further Increase of the
duty on tmported steel.
Mr. Krllt, (rep.) of Pa., presented a petition and

memorial of the sugar refiners of Philadelphia, ask¬
ing for a new classification of sngar lor tariff pur¬
poses.

ALLOWANCES TO POST*AS+KE*.
The Honse proceeded, as the business of the morn¬

ing hoar on Friday, to the call of committees for bills
of a private character,(and took up the bill reported
by Mr. Ferrv from the Post Office Committee on the
18th of December last, to allow l*wl* D. Hmltli,
Postmaster at Ionia. Mich., credit for public money
and stamps stolen from his possession, not exceed¬
ing 11.801. After considerable discussion the bill was
passed.
Mr. Lincoln, (rep), of N. Y. from the Post Office

Oommtttee, reported a bill to make an additional al¬
lowance to Edward B. lloag on a mail contract.
Passed.
Also a bill allowing compensation to Henry P.

Gibbons. Postmaster at St. John's, Mich., for moneystolen from him belonging to the Post Office. Passed.
THi BROOKLYN TOST OPPICB.

Mr. Barnes, (dem.) of N. Y., Introduced . Joint
resolution directing that mall matter addressed to
Brooklyn shall be forwarded through either of the
three Post offices within Its corporate limits with¬
out additional postage. Referred to the Post Office
Committee.

nrnis on riptnip scoars.
Mr. Brooks, (dem.) of N. Y.. presented the petition

of the leading sugar refiners In New York for relief
from the Importation of West India and other re¬
fined sugars. The petition la signed by the Stuarts,
Moller, uavrmeyer, Bradlsh, Johnson and others.

RELIES FROM DISABILITIES.
Mr. Farnsworth, (rep.) of 111., from the Commit¬

tee on Reconstruction, reported a bill relieving trom
legal and political disabilities R. W. Rest and Sam
F. Phillips, one the clerk and the other the reporter
of the Supreme Conrt of North Carolina. Passed.

AMKN1IMKNT OF TIIK INTERNA I. SEVENTH LAW.
Mr. mciikncb, (rep.) of Ohio, from the

on Ways and Mean*, reported a Mil amending the
second see!ion ol the law of March 81, is* ., to ex¬
empt certain menulactared iroai internal taxes, so
us to extend us provisions to manufacturers of
iiav.il machinery for the government and remitting
such taxes as had not accrued prior to the 1st of
April, lset. After a brief explanation by Mr. ftchenck
tlie bill was passed.

TBI NIVAL APPROPRIATION IIU,
<>n motion of .Mr. WAsuauitNK, irep.) of III., the

Nav.il Appropriation bill was made the special order
lar Monday next.

Mr. Baoox* reserved the right of making pouts
of order on the variousneotlonsof the bill.

.Mr. Wasiisuunk suggested that that right might he
reserved and exercised so as to increase the public
expenditure.

Mr. Bkooks replied that it was very easy to make
such an insinuation, but that a uietnher niiglit take
up the time of the Mouse in bellowing ahout
economy, and thus waste lorly times Uie amount
atleiupied to be saved.

T1IK HOUSE IN COMMITTKE OP THE WHOLE.
The House at two o'clock went into Committee of

the whole on the state of the Union, Mr. iiulburd,
of New York, In the chair, on the Military Academy
bill, an hour and a half being allowed lor general de¬
bate.

TUB C1VII. SBKVIOB BILL.
Mr. Loc.an, (rep.) of 11!., addre-ised the committee

In opposition to Mr. Jenckes' Civil Service blJI, di~>-
cu.-wtug the whole matter and declaring t.iat he de-
Biietl the buaiucB-i of tola government to he dis-
eh treed with the utmost intelligence, fidelity anddespatch?and upon the principle of scrupmoas econ¬
omy and that the employes shall receive such coin-pemiation as will make thein proof
est v. lie would vote for any practicable mea¬
sure to bring about nuch a reform, but he
waj immovably opposed to the establish-
mcnt oi a hfc tenure Jin o.r.ee-a system
«n onDosed to the genius aud spirit of
our Institutions and our people, and regarded with
so much apprehension by the debaters on the con¬
stitution. in tins connection he alluded to the'de¬
bates upon giving a hie tenure of oltlce to the judges
orthe supreme Court, showing the apprehension
fh'in entertained, ami that the same danger was ss
much ^apprehended now as then, lie held that
the people are the rulers ol the country, and that
tl.eir representatives have no light to create a power
that Is not liable to their decision, which Is fluid and
paramount to all oilier authority. IIe urgiied taat
tho appointment of subordinates or the nominations
for appointments arc just as much the part of a duty
oi representatives as any other resting upon them,
and that a share in those appointments Is as much a
time-honored right of the people as any they have.&veW administration was held responsible for the^|UI. U nursued, and had, therefore, a right to una-
inmilv' in all oT lis 'leuaruaents. He pictured theSndlitlon of the government at the breaking out of
the rebellion, with all its smaller offices filled by
sccesslcmistsof the deepest dye, who communicated
to the enemy all the plans of the government and
successfully thwarted our movements on every
hand He then argued that tne heads of depart^.neiita had no time to investigate the charges of
errors In subordinates and to lollow out the tcelml-S ttd slow procedure commissions or courts
to remove unworthy lncumbcuts, and that it Is the
dutv of legislators to shape laws so as to laciudt th®
contingency of war as well as of peace. In contrast¬
ing this government and that of the monarchies
Of France, England and Prussia he pictured the
part of ian American freeman in his government ami
thai of a sleek Uunky who has no voice in the de¬
crees of the powers to be. The proposition of the
bill 10 place ai the head of this bureau the Vice Pre-
sl lout of the United states, making him the supreme
ruler and dictator and first Judge upon the
application of employes, he regarded as a means
bv wiiich .-the public patronage might become
subservient to one man vyho knows no superior,
whom even tin; beuate coald not control, and which
power In unworthy bauds might be wielded to the
iota! destruction of the will of the people, oeing the
very essence of centralization of power In one man.
The whole bill he declared to lie an opening wedge
to an aristocracy m this country, which, ouee estab¬
lished by law, would result in two schools In this
country, one lor military and the other for civil edu-
caiion, which schools would monopolize oU, avenues
of approach le the governineut, aud might, in the
event of another war in this country, prove a most
formidable enemy, lie appealed to the friends of
those who died on their eouutry s altar, that this
¦'real government might be preserved republican in
form and republican in name, to see tout the law
should never ogglu adopt another Code that would

m!mc?eMr!eLo«an had coM.lWd his speech, Mr.JgjTCirEH?prcp.) of K. I.,' replied, expressing jus sur¬
prise that it should liave been made wlthoqt Qv.tj^Sand out of order, Tne keynote of the gentleman s
bit, ecn haH oeenlhat the bill created with aEshrwsa
ST&"rtkT JWSTWSS?hSS
in the service of the government should render to
the MOPle an equtvllent for his compensation.Whatwas there Sati-republican or anu-democraUc
in that? The objection made ln refereuce to the
nower of the Vice President bad no foundation
Whatever, for under the Dili he would have no pa¬
tronage or appointing power. The
uave the appolnuneut of the other mem*.*Itr tup commission and tba oommisaion naeu
would have no appointing power. He ridiculed theAKcSu racy, showing thai
the aDDllcants tor examination for office would not
he persons nominated by members of Congress or
local politicians, but persons presentlnglhemselvea
from all walks of life. The Preajdciil had toglyecommissions to 00,000 men, and if he undertook to
tret the merits of the applicants It would abeorbaU
hm tiuie and attention. This bill merely providedttS mel^ of knowiedge for the President and of
presenting to him the names of persons qualified for

iM«SSW (rep.) of 0h1lolrtln1S.ul^l tt.V?the constitutional points involved in the bill,
whether it was competent for Congress to provide s
¦aw for a member of the Senate -tor the Vice Pwtj*MtiMMtfc} "uTx^aUrTia^pSent-Tn the

member of either House during his offioe.

Wpmu?member of the Senate, but that that provision
of the bill waa of no particular importance. A oom-
mission could be appointed without the Vice Prsal
dent being a member of it, though he thought It emi¬
nently proper that tue Vice President should be, be
having no ofnclal duty to perform except to presideS£r the Senate. As&Mr. ertttemm of toe

l'atrouage was at the root of all appoint¬
ments, and toe consequences of it were seen
throughout too whole olvll service. It was
the present mode of appointment that was
inherited from monarchical governments. The
competitive examination in Prance was one of thefruhSof the first republic. It was a decree of toe
constituent assembly, and not a decree of the King.
In England, instead of ita being toe outgrowth of
art*totracy, It bad been established by an order of
the Queen and Council. If such commission were
appointed there would be no rauggluig IntogreatnTiru or into small ports, itsvenue inspectors
wou.d nave an incentive to perform their duties
faithfully, and all persons dealing with toe govern¬
ment would have assurance that toey wouidbe met
bt tioueat men. and not by plunderer* and robbers.
H wssas Mi economical measure that toe bill.ema¬
nated from the Committee on Retrenchment. It bad
i»cen attacked as a political measure by the gentle¬
man from Illinois (fcr. Logan). As a political mea¬
sure ie (Mr. Jencket) defended it, and claimed that
It «u one by wlucb republican institutions could be
more strengthened than by any other law of the last
half century. for corruption it ^uW *®J**|toteDuriur, for venality honor, ft would give to toe
civil service the character now shared by every oue
who served the republic in either arm of toe military
service. It would establish an ssprl/ <!e corps which
would resist all temptation and would lead every
nan holding a commission from the government to
perrorm his duty strictly, honestly and patriot-
10
Mr Woodward, (dem.) of Pa., said he intended to

seek sn early opportunity to discus* tills measure,
announcing, however, that he concurred
with the views expressed oyMr. Logsu. lie believed
the bill to be a mischievous one aud altogether uu-
worthy of becoming a law.

TUX MILITARY ACADRMY RII.L.
(leneral debate being closed, the Military Academy

Appropriation bill was considered ami orderol to be
reported to toe House. It appropriates »J71,»os.
The committee roee and the bin was passed by the
House

AORICt'LITRSL RKFOST FOR 'Ml.
Mr Milleh. (rep.i of Pa., offered a resolution In-

quirlRgof the public printer the.ause pr delsy lu
furnishing toe agricuhural report for IM7, which

WM5rW^H Of MR- BOYBR. OF FBSRSYLVAW A.
The Hon«e, at twenty minutes to lour, went Into

Committee of the Whole on the slate ol the tuton.
Mr Wiiion, of Iowa, in the cnatr, on the Presideni .
Messsge of 1*07, and was addressed by Mr. Buyer
In s speech on general politics, in reply chiefly to a
Bpcecn made by Mr. Blatne. of Maine, before toe

re<Mr*ItOYER, (dem.) of Pa., admitted that the late
Presidential election had decided, of course, that tne
reniibixan pariv should continue to administer the
governnent, but it had settled scarcely anytmng
else. TV election. In fact, bad turned upon a false
and imaginary issue, by whicn the republican parly
had succeeded in avoiding a direct Yerdlct of the
neoDle itton the real question luvolved. The gentle-.PW Maine ,Mr. Blaine, had said that toe elec¬
tion of t tmerai (irant hsd settled Uie financial ques¬
tion. HrtJed It how? By what party hsd it ever
tieen malt a question, whether n*u°n*'
should not be paid In the utmost good faith snd ac¬
cording othe teller end spiritofdhe^1'question »M, what was good fsithrsnd the letter
snd spirit if the contract were on those points. The
republican platform and toe enunciations of uenerai
Urant lef; the people in the dark as much as, ever.
In iniscianectionMr. Boyer referred to'he isteMr.
Btevcna' (hrase about ' toe bloated bondholders,
who shsuld be paid toe principal of the
4ivp.twptit.lm in currency; to Mnilor Morton,
a high republican authortty and prominently named
for the Ncretarysnip of the Treasury, *bo msin_t si net) that to pay toe bonds In currency was a clear
legal tightaccordlng to contract, and to Mr. Butler
of Msssaciusetia, who held that to pay 'u prwn-».<.?« wss not only a legal right but s moral duty,
n Jo 7m M toe Uto Actions had sontlnuad the
mywer of rhdicsSlsm. He heM that it 'was a verdic
ixtorted Pom toe fear of the people,from their Judgment of
pohcy. Tie gentleman from Maine had saw tnsi
Viift toB mm * W"* flMtobWher

standard of American citizenship. If that boasted
standard of American citizenship were anuulit lor,where was it in be louud t i.i the latest illustra¬
tion of radical reconstruction In Virginia he
found that no inhabitant of the state huouUI
bold any state ortlce nor sit on a jury
unless Ue took an oatli to recognize and
accopr the pol.tical equality of the negro. In other
reconstructed states he lound somewhat similar
pnvW "is. W i- that the way in which ihcItlSdlM
of American citizenship iia.il beeu elevated by tne
republican party, which retained power by the votes
of black barbarians and the wholesale d'sfraiiehtse-
inent of white conservatives? He alluded to the fact
that there were representatives In the House irom
Southern States In full fellowship and communion
withtue radtcal maturity from whose bodies tlie
f'nion bullets had never been extracted, and who liore
upon their persons the scars of wounds received in
their desperate endeavors to capture anil destroy the
Capitol, where, as loyal men, tliev now sit in judg¬
ment. Tliey bud succeeded in capturing the Capitol,
not Willi rebel bullets, but by the aid of radical bal¬
lon. Their prostration of themselves before the radi¬
cal Idol, shouting the shibboleth of a party, con¬
veyed to the mind no very oxaltod idea of the
advancing standard of Impartial American citizen¬
ship. He oeheved that to atflrui this condition of
things to have received the debbeiate approval of
either lieueral (irant or of the majority which
elected him was a slander against both, whenjudged
by his oitlcial utterances. The new President should
have broken Ins sphinx-like silence and revealed a
policy of his own; then, and not till then, could It be
saiely asserted bow much or how little had been ac¬
complished by the election of General Grant. The
great constitutional and national party to which he
(Mr. Boyeri belonged, and which numiiereda inaiori-
ty or the while people of the entire country, would
continue to move on, never despairing of the repub¬lic, faithful to its great mission and strong In its
abiding convictions of right. It would never ceuse
its ettorts until, with or without the aid of General
Grant, it should behold tho civil law supremethroughout the land and the nation again united as
one people, with equality, dignity and rights of the
several .States established and secured.

ADJOUKNMXNT.
Tne committee rose and the House, at quarter pastfour, adjourned till Monday next.

CUBA.
Tlte Funeral of Cepeda.Indications of Popu¬
lar Feeling.Sympathy Between Whites and
Blacks.

Havana, Dec. 31,186&.
Don Camilo Cepeda, or Sancti Spirltu, breathed

his last yesterday morning within the gloomy walls
of Tacon prison, a victim to Spanish tyranny. In
the prime of life, full of hopes for the success of the
sacred cause he had espoused, he has fallen. Cepeda
was taken prisoner a few weeks since on the Held
of battle and bronght to this city, with six others,
and separately thrown Into a damp, filthy cell of the

city prison, there to await their fate. Notwithstand¬
ing his strong and vigorous constitution, the brutal
and inhuman treatment to which he, as well as his
comrades, were subjected, was too much for en¬
durance.
An attack of pneumonia, bronght on by a slight

cold, which under ordinary care would have soon
passed off, brought nlm to an untimely end, thus
adding bis name to the illustrious roll of Cuban mar¬
tyrs whose lives have been sacrificed in the attempt
to gain their country's independence. On being
brought before the military tribunal for examina¬
tion, three days after his arrival here, his haughty
spirit could not endure in silence the insulting and
cowardly manner used by the Judge Advocate, Seflor
Maizo, towards him, and. owing to the defiant re¬
monstrances of Cepeda, the Judge ordered him back
to his cell for eleven days mor^, which proved to be
the coldest experienced for the last ten years. From
thence he went forth to go before a higher tribunal,
where all must appear and from whence there is no
appeal. Tyrants, tremble I
PermUHiou was given to his friends to remove bis

body for decent burial. Application was made to

tby yyate ol El Monserrato to deposit tbe body In
the church previous to the funeral tbe next day. Tbe
request was refused by tbe curate, Seuor Lavandera,
as "he wished no rebel dead In his churcb;" so the
corpse, in a decent coffln, followed by sixty or
seventy friends, was carried to the church La balua,
where the body was deposited for the night.

ob the morrow, lo and behold without a single in¬
vitation having been issued, the church of La Saiud
was found to be not large enough to contain a tithe
of those who had eome to do homage to the princi¬
ples for which the patriot lay low tu death. The fu¬
neral servjee was performed in the presence of a con¬
gregation such as never was seen before within the
naves of La Balud. The central nave was throngedwith ladies dressed In mourning, and many a bright
eye was moist with tears shed out of^m^atty^yvV11 the prayers offered there are 1
free.
on the conclusion of the funeral service the coffin,

borne by those nearest tbe treasured object, slowlyleft the chnrco, followed by over five thousand of tbe
first men of the island, mostly clothed in black, who,
with uncovered heads, marched In silence, four
abreast, disputing only with one another for the
privilege of carrying the honored deed. Crowd* of

Wot all classes lined the sidewalks from the
f the church to the gates of the cemetery.

The silent demeanor of both participators and spec¬
tators was full of meaning and the effect produced
such that as the corpse, borne on the shoulders of
his fellow-citizens, passed not even the most bitter
foe of Cuba's causa could refuse to bare his head.
The balconies crowded with ladles, dressed In black
or spotless white, as the case might be, added deeper
solemnity to the scene.
The political fflfnulcance was great, and thecalm

demeanor of nil participators waa an outward sym¬
bol of the sternness or purpose and resolution that
animates tbe breasts of the Cubans. As the funeral
oortdge moved slowly on, crowds of n> grow, keeping
a proper dlstano* on either side of the coffln.
Joined tbe procession, and at last some of the better

as regards dress, not able to withhold
heir feelings an^ longer, requested permission to

carry the patriot dead, one of the flret men of this
island in every particular, a lawyer, answered, "cer¬
tainly, no color, caste or faith is an impediment,
here alt are equal," thus showing the truthfulness of

aim that f"the Cabana when they proclaim that the Impending
struggle is for liberty and equal rights, and nothing
else. The rest of the route two pegroes carried tbe
mourning tassels, and two whites, each <yiinr alter¬
nately changing, thus half by white and half by black
citizens waa the corpse carried to its final restingplace.
This funeral waa the most imposing one that ever

took place lu Cuba. The only momentary disorder
that occurred was on the arrival of the corpse at the
gates of the cemetery, where the police endeavored
to prevent tbe negroes entering Its sacred precincts,
but In vain; a voice cried out, "all must enter; there
is no difference here;" end seeiug that the police,
true to their brutal natures, still persisted, the fore¬
most with a rush pushed on and overcame all resist¬
ance. Thus the last day of the year has l>een one of
great moment for Cuba, and significant of the birth
of a greater spirit of resistance than ever to Hpautsii
role, it may well be said "that h ¦ who dies lor his
country lives eternally." The patriot t'amiiu cepeda
truly lives In death.

A CURIOUS DIVORCE CASt M ST. LOUS.
Singular Mosonsnls In a Married Has.

[From the St. Louts Republican, Jan. 6.)A curious case came to trial in Circuit Court No. 3

{esterdav. It is a case in which Ellzals-th Hrauer we
.tzzle Andrea, a nice, well educated Franco-Ameri¬

can young lady, with eighteen and a half summers
smiling on her placid brow, sues for a nullity of the
marriage vows pronounced between her and Heorv
Hrauer, a handsome Teutonic clgarmazer of twenty-six. They were sparking for about two rears and
brought the matter to a nucleus after a year's en¬
gagement by getting married ou November 10, iw,

:n of St. Michael, at the hands of Fatherin the church
O'Hrien. a Catholic priest. Aa bis marriage drew
near Henry, who seema to be of a nervous
temperament. It is alleged, got a little de-

story. The dreed of e plungeranged in his upper
Into tbe sea of matrimony unmanned him", fie
thought the world aud the inhabitant* thereof were
against him. Re acted most strangely, sometimes
talking iluently. flippantly and foolishly; at other
times he was sullen and melancholy. The ordeal of
tbe customary preparation of going to confession
before marriage in the Catholic Cnnrcli was too much
for him. The reremonv of marriage was more than he
could bear, and, as he signified to a witness, "Fattier
O'Brien had signed his death warrant." His ride
from church, he is reported to have said, was to be
his "last carriage ride." He was afraid everybody
was going to kin, to stab, to poison him. Even the
savory dishes served up by bis affianced he deemed
to be polaonous; but like a herolie she persisted
In running the venture and wedding him. In the
early days of the marriage his strange mode of
acting got worse. He was frightened at everytrivial object, and felt sure he was to be
killed. Even a conductor on one of the Bremen
cars was In his "mind's eye" nablted In woman's
clothes to assassinate him. Every dish or goblet
handed to him should be first tasted by his new bride
to assure him there was no poison In it for him. Even
of the pills the doctor prescribed for bis malady she
had to lake two before tie would take the prescribes
dose. He became so furious that he had to be placed
under arrest. From this lis waa taken to the house
of his fhther-in-law and tended six weeks, then h»
went to a private lunatic asylum, whence he we*
removed about January at. l«M, to the Htate Lunatic
Asylum at Pulton, where he remained eight or ten
weeks under care. When he returned his "deal
Eliza" refused to receive him, and tally convinced
that the marriage was a nullity she enjoyed herself
at bails and parties, she repressed hie reapproscheswith vigor, and even. It la alleged, used » nniet of
wood and a butcher knife to eject him from the
house. The testimony Is very voluminous, and roost
of It unfit for publication.

FIRE i AJESTAMRART.
About four o'clock yesterday afternoon a Ore brol

out Id Lane's dining saloon at the corner of Ha
place and Seventh street inflicting a loaa of $T«The premises are moored for |u.uoo in the uiotx
Park, Peter Cooper and Wlillamaourg Citr InsurantllAfftMhMlfiMl

EALLS LAST NI HI".
Hull ol'Columbian Lailgtt No. 4S1, P. nnd A. .11.
Tiiere wus a merry little party of ladie? an<l gen¬

tlemen uss.-mhied within the walla of Apollo Hull last
eveniug, the occasion being the fifth annual bail of
Columbian I.o lire, No. 4s4, P. and A. M. Tina lodge
numbers uni-jiig ita tneinbera some of our moat
popular and influential Jewish citizens, and has
long been famous lor the rechetxfn' anil enjoyable
character of in balls and reception?. The bail given
last evening under its auspices was in every way
well calculated to sustain the well known reputation
of the lodge, and win compare favorably with any
similar festivity held tills season for selectaess and
enjoyabtliry. Although the large dancing floor was
not crowded to excess, it was nevertheless suffi¬ciently flllt-d for comfort, anil what was lacking Innumbers was made up in sociability and true enjoy¬ment. This could hardly have been otherwisewhere all were regarded as brothers, and wnereall present exerted themselves to make eachother happ.v. The ball opened about u quarter to
ten, and was continued without the augment in¬
terruption occurring to mar Its harmon v until nearlydaylight this morning. Mr. Morns Weinstocgacted asfloor innuuuer. and was ably assisted in ins dutiesby Mr. I. A. Levy and the gentlemen or the floorcommittee. The terpslchorean programme con¬tained no less than twenty-four dances of variouskinds, which were uidulged lu with a /est and spiritthat did credit to the votaries of the uimblc-footedgoddess. The fair daughters or Israel were resplen¬dent in their bmnty and jewels, and the toilets were
extremely magnificent. White and the tlKTereut
shades of red were the prevailing colors, and It was a
remarkable fact that scarcely any of the dresses of the
ladies were overburdened with trimmings. Duringthe intermission allowed for supper retiring Wor¬
shipful Master William Henry Smith was presentedby Worsluplul Ma.ster George K. Walker, on liebair
of the members of the lodge, with a beautiful goldwatch and chain, valued at $.160. After some ucat
little speech-nuking the sport was resumed, and the
dawn was already gilding the spires and housetops
ne many a fair bead was laid upon the pillow to
drc-am of the past night's festivities and to antici¬
pate in blissful visions the next reunion of the
Columbian Lodge.

Ball of the W. II. Mansfield Association.
The annual ball of the Wm. H. Mansfield Associa¬

tion, which was held last evening at Irving Hall, was
a complete success in every particular. The attend¬
ance was large and orllllant, the musi- excellent,
and the admirable arrangements of the respective
committees left nothing to be desired. The propor¬
tion of dancing men was unusually good, and the
ladles being in strong majority (as they elways are
at terpslchorean entertainments) the beaux enjoyeda charming variety of partners. Justice Mansfield
opened the ball in person, whirling the graceful form
of bis talr partner through the giddy mazes of thedance win^mprvelous skill and agility. The
order of <lamoj wis arranged in the ntust approved
style, and the manner in which the members of
O'Brien's band acquitted themselves elicited warm
expressions or approbation from all present. The
members of the reception committee aud the gentle¬
men who bad charge of the floor rivalled each other in
their attentions to the guests, and rendered invalua¬
ble aid to the worthy host and his stair of personalfriends In keeping the hall rolling. Their exertions
were so far rewarded that Mauager Fretlgh, who
was among the distinguished guests, pronounced
the entertainment ..an immense succes,." Among
the ladles who were specially noticed for
their personal attractions and elegant toilets
were Mrs. Mansfield, who wore a handsome
black velvet dress, trimmed with costly white
lace; Mrs. Geo. McCloud green moire antique,with black lace; Mrs. Charges If. Ferrln, rich black
satin dress and elegant lace shawl; Muss lientley,
purple silk dress; Mrs. ri. T. Webster, delicate green
silk; Mrs. Charles Burke, elegant brown dress,trimmed with flowers; Mrs. Ed. Murphy, black vel¬
vet dress, with wlute lace shawl; Mrs. A. Swart,
green moire antique, richly trimmed with pointlace: Mrs. Hunt, black silk with wlute lace; Miss
Lizzie Campbell, white satin, and Mrs. Bell, who
wore a black corded silk. The displav of jewelry
was exceedingly rich. The costumes of the gentle¬
men were all more or less faultless.
Danctng was prolonged until a late hour, and on

separating the guests one and all heartily endorsed
Mr. Freltgh's decision, and well they might.
The Spiritualists' Soiree.Dancing Media.The
Peneee Who Were Seen and Moeie Who
Were Net Seen.Spiritualistic Trrpdcho.
reantan.
List evening the Everett Rooms, on Broadway,

near Thirty-fourth street, were well flUed by a throng
of dancers, on occasion of one or the dancing socia¬
bles given by tne Spiritualists of this city. These
extraordinary people seem to be very versatile.
not only able to enjoy themselves while, with
"eyes with wild frenzy rolling." they an

converting with the spirits of those who have
psned away,p>nt also while Indulgtng In enjoyments
whloh are essentially mundane. The gathering wag
a motley one; some of thoae preeent were blessgb
with long and dishevelled locks, the peculiar charac¬
teristic of the! believers (In Spiritualism; thin faces
and high oheek bones could be seen in some places,
but many and decidedly the majority of thoae pres¬
ent were fair ladles and gallant young sparks, who
evidently thoognt little of the peculiar tenets of
Spiritualism, and only believed In the happyreligion of enjoying themselves. To speak of the
room as well filled would not be a fair statement,
as It may well be supposed that a large number of
persons were on tbe floor who pould not be seen by
the eyes of the unbelieving. The media who were
present seemed to be wrapped In contemplation on
something which was Invisible to moet persons,
and the faithful saw many forms of departed
worthies. It la very probable that Andrew Jackson
was upon the floor, dressed in the ooetume which
characterized his day. Joining In the giddy dance
and blundering through the modern figures. Tim
mind's eye Is rather a large organ, and tr allowed
to ran rampant it finds room for all sorts
of fancies and flgnim One young lady, who bad all
the appearance of a first class spiritualist, and
whom motions were as wlerd aa was her appear-
anoe, amneed herself at one time with doing a sort
of a jig In one corner of the room In solitary gran¬
deur. Her movements attracted considerable atten¬
tion, and on Inquiry a gray-haired man informed as
that abe was acquainted in the spirt: frith many
dead and burled worthies and It was generally
thought tnat her fMi were keeping tunc with thoae
of Benjamin Franklin, for whom she had a pe-aplrltnallstlr affinity. The number of visible

on the floor was large, but the number of
parties could well have been larger, uood

divines, gall.int soldiers, sainted mothers, exalted
grandmothers and departed great grandmothers
do doubt graced the scene and rauibied to the mu¬
sic of the band among the living representatives of
the present wicked age. The attendance was at any
rate good so far as thoae In the flesh were concerned.
Tne worthy proprietor of a metropolitan hotel might
be seen among the tripping throng, and also a num¬
ber of well known citizens. The m$tin oontainod
a programme of twenty dances, and these word
entered into with great zest and danced with a gusto
which was truly delightful. W hen under spiritual
Influence these peculiar religionists may appear
sleepy, but when on a dancing floor they appear
very muoh like other people under similar circum¬
stances. one of the best features In the affair was
tlmt It was not kept up so late as Is usual with
dances In this fashionable age. Tbe faithful oould
not stand more than five hours' intercourse with hu¬
man beings, and as they can call np their deceased
friends whenever they can get Info a trance there
was no reason to remain longer in a public halL The
mojui of the whole affair was that after ail Spirit¬
ualist* can be as worldly as people of this world.

RUMORED FATAL ACCIDENT ON THE ENS RAILROAD.
It was rumored in the city last night that a colli-

sun took place on the Erie Railroad near Saffern
yesterday. In which a fireman and engineer were
killed, but dllltgent Inquiry at a late hour failed In
obtaining particulars of the accident. It la supposed
that tne train going West collided with that coming
East at or near Suffern through the disarrangement
of a switch, and that tbe disaster resulted from this
cause. Tbe Tarts could not bo obtained, however, at
the late hour when the rumor of the accident
reached this office, and It la Impossible to state with
any degree of certainty how tbe accident was occa¬
sioned.

A WILL Of MURWCENT CHARITIES.
The late Deacon L Waahburnt will, filed in Wor¬

cester, Mass. on tbe Tth Instant, contains several
munificent bequests, it gives ISO shares of the
Washburn A Moen Wire Worke to endow a memorial
hospital in memory of the testator's two daughters.Five years after bis death, if the assets exceed
1100,000. the trustees, twelve in number, are to make
the excess a fund for a dispensary; and if it does
not reach that sum the executors are to make up the
deficit from the estates. At that period also, the
trustees are to set apart RAO,000 as a real estate fond
to build acd repair a hospital, ami tbe balance as nrand for Interior hospital expense*. He bequeathshis estate on Summer street a* a home for aged wo¬
men, reserving a life rent therein to his wife, with
$36,000 for its maintenance, on his wife's death$30,000 is to be added to this fund and jao shares ofthe wire work*, par valus $36,ooo, one-half to be hers
absolutely and the income of the remainder to
be hers during life, and allV her death to be deliv¬
ered to the trustee* at the home, other beqneste are
.10.000 to the testator'* native town of Kingston to
establish s similar institution there; |30,000 to the
Bangor (Me.) Theoiogloal Seminar v. on condition that
they raise s like..am ¦within.two years; the Mb* ion
chapel on Summer street, Worcester; to the Union
church. M0.for It* support, and I6,ooo for theIndustrial school ooanScted therewith; $60 000 to theWoraestw Oem^ lnit^rti of Industrial Scienceby the will, and fso.ooo more by a codicil. He be-queatbs tothe Children's Friend Society of Wor-\cestsr |1,000; to the American Board of PoreionMissions, the Amertean Bible SocletTthe AmericanTr"S®J.8°cte*y, the American Missionary Associationand the American Seamah's Friend Society, ta.oooeach. All the foregoing bequest* are made free of
revenue or other taxes, end the residue of the estate,after paying debts end private inquests, is to be
divided pro rata among the six last named associa¬
tions. The executors are Emorr Washburn and P.
L. Moen


